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"Jesus' Victory is Won for You!" 

Mark 1:9-13 

9 March Anno Domini 2003 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church of Emmett, Idaho  

Pastor Michael L. McCoy 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Dear Baptized, 

 

Satan knew his days were numbered. In the first book of the Bible, Genesis, the devil heard the 

Word proclaimed in the Garden of Eden - the promise that the Seed of the woman would crush his 

head. Thus every woman was a threat to Satan for she might be the one to give birth to the promised 

Redeemer. In the last book of the Old Testament, Malachi, the Word was promised that the LORD 

would be preceded by a messenger who would prepare the way of the LORD. Thus every man was a 

threat to the devil for he might be the one who would prepare the way of mankind's Savior. 

 

In the fullness of time, the Redeemer is born. He is the Son of Mary the virgin mother. On the eighth 

day He is named Jesus, the name that means "Savior." In the fullness of time, Malachi's man arrived. 

He is the son of Zechariah and Elizabeth. On the eighth day He is named John, which is the name 

given him by the angel. He lived in the wilderness and John is the voice of the one who is preparing 

the way of the Lord. Satan was about to find out who his head crusher would be. A public 

announcement was about to be made. Please listen to a portion of the Gospel Reading for the First 

Sunday in Lent and ponder ... 

 

... "Jesus' Victory is Won for You!" 

 

"In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And 

when He came up out of the water, immediately He saw the heavens opened and the Spirit 

descending upon Him like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, 'Thou art My Beloved Son; with 

Thee I am well pleased.' The Spirit immediately drove Him out into the wilderness. And He was in 

the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and He was with the wild beasts; and the angels 

ministered to Him." 

 

Thus far the Word of the LORD our God. 

 

Satan had come close to getting at Jesus some thirty years earlier. King Herod, under the influence 

of the evil one, nearly had the infant Redeemer. Soldiers of his majesty's guard were ordered to 

Bethlehem on a mission of infanticide. Only a hurried, middle-of-the-night escape, urged by an 

angel and carried out by Joseph, prevented Jesus from being taken captive and killed. Then the 

Incarnate Son of God, having no apparent uniqueness from any other baby boy that would identify 

Him as Emmanuel, disappeared from Satan's radar screen. Jesus lived several years in Egypt and 

then, following the death of Herod, lived in Nazareth of Galilee.  

 

Three decades pass. If, on that day when Jesus was baptized, Satan were asked, "Where have you 

come from?" the devil might well have replied as he had done on two occasions centuries earlier, 
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"From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and down on it" (Job 1:7 & 2:2). But now, 

suddenly, Satan does not need to roam the land looking for God's Champion. On a day when people 

congregated to hear the Word of the prophet, John points to the Agnus Dei and says, "Behold, the 

Lamb of God Who takes away the sin of the world" (John 1:29). There Jesus the Christ stands in the 

waters of the Jordan River. There the Seed of the woman sanctifies the waters of the world when He 

is baptized by John. There the Third Person of the Trinity descends upon the Second Person of the 

Trinity in the form of a dove. There the Father, the First Person of the Trinity, makes the public 

announcement that here is the Savior of the world when He says to Him: "Thou art My Beloved Son; 

with Thee I am well pleased." 

 

This is the Good News of eternal life, forgiveness and salvation spoken by God the Father. His 

Beloved Son of God is Jesus, Who takes away the sin of the world. This is not only the Word that 

the congregation hears, but the forces of the evil one hear this public announcement as well. While 

God has given His Son to be the Savior of all people, it is also most certainly true that the Father has 

notified others that Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ of God. "Here is My Son. Here is the world's 

Redeemer." Devilish ears hear something like what was said to Satan in olden time: "Have you 

considered My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, 

who fears God and turns away from evil" (Job 1:8). 

 

Ah, no wonder Satan had a difficult time locating the Incarnate Son of God. "He had no form or 

comeliness that we should look at Him" (Isaiah 53:2). Jesus was an ordinary looking man, known as 

the carpenter's son. He had brothers named James, Jose, Simon and Jude. He had sisters and a 

mother named Mary. Indeed, Jesus "was in the world, and the world was made by Him, yet the 

world knew Him not" (John 1:10).  

 

After the Son of God heard His Father speak from heaven, "'Thou art My Beloved Son; with Thee I 

am well pleased.' The Spirit immediately drove Him out into the wilderness. And He was in the 

wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan." The Father declares that His Son is here; the Spirit drives 

Him out into the wilderness." 

 

Perhaps you recall three great enemies of God and man are sin, death and the devil. God sent His 

Son into the world to deal with all three of these. In the luscious, fruitful Garden of Eden, the serpent 

tempted the first man; in the bleak, barren wilderness he tried the same with the stronger Man. Jesus, 

the second Adam, would dispatch the devil, defeating Satan who had caused the fall of the first 

Adam. As a result of the first man's sin, Adam could only lead his wife out from Paradise and into 

this land of disease, decay and death. As a result of Jesus' victory over Satan in the desert, the Lord 

journeyed out from the desert in order to lead His people from this world and into Paradise. He did 

this for you. 

 

Sin - death - the devil. With this victory over Satan in the wilderness, the Lord Jesus would go forth 

to deal with the other two. Sin is taken care of on the cross with the Sacrifice of the Son of God upon 

the altar of that wooden beam. The holy response to each sin and every sin is taken out on Jesus the 

Christ. The Father Who spoke at the Baptism of His Son is now silent as He forsakes His Son that 

you may not be forsaken even for an instant. The awful price is paid by Christ and we realize the 

truth that - "the wages of sin is death" (Romans 6:23). Jesus, the Son of God, begotten of His Father 

from eternity, died. He did this for you. 

 

"Ye who think of sin but lightly, 
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Nor suppose the evil great 

Here may view its nature rightly, 

Here its guilt may estimate. 

Mark the Sacrifice appointed, 

See who bears the awful load; 

'Tis the WORD, the LORD's ANOINTED, 

Son of Man and Son of God." 

(TLH #153, st. 3) 

 

Sin - death - the devil. The devil is defeated. All sin is paid. Jesus died. The last enemy is death. 

Three days and two nights after being placed in a tomb, Jesus rose again. Death has lost its sting. 

Death has lost its power. The victory over the grave goes to God. Because Christ is the first-fruits 

from the dead and because He lives, so also those whom He had called to be His own will live 

forever with Him in Paradise. He did this for you. 

 

The victory over death took place on Easter morning and we await both that day seven weeks from 

now as well as that Day when we are called forth to follow Him into Paradise. The Sacrifice for sin 

took place on that first Good Friday long ago and we rejoice that, because of the Day which we 

observe at the end of Lent, we are able to hear that we are forgiven of all our sin in the Name of the 

Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

 

As for now, on the first Sunday in Lent, well, we hear of the beginning of Jesus' public ministry 

when the Father announced His Son to the world and "the Spirit immediately drove Him out into the 

wilderness. And He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan." Jesus conquered Satan for 

you and after He returned from the barren land, He called His disciples to follow Him. Thus the 

faithful follow Christ in the days ahead, beholding how He has set His face in the direction of the 

cross. Thanks be to God Who has paid for all sin, defeated death and conquered the devil. Dear 

baptized, truly "Jesus' Victory is Won for You!" Amen. 


